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Laser lonization Mass Spectrometer, 1988

In 1988, Shimadzu Corporation released a mass spectrometer that could measure
macromolecules whose molar mass was at least 50,000 grams per mole. As the world's first
commercially available device that applied soft laser desorption ionization techniques, it led
to new pharmaceuticals and diagnostic capabilities in the fields of molecular biology and
medicine. Koichi Tanaka, the key developer of this technology, shared the 2002 Nobel Prize
in Chemistry. November, 2024
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